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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Paper 

Resumed from 20 June on the following motion moved by Hon Kate Doust (Parliamentary Secretary) - 

That pursuant to standing order 49(1)(c), the Legislative Council take note of tabled paper 2699A-H 
(2007-08 budget papers), laid upon the table of the house on 10 May 2007. 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.53 pm]:  I take this opportunity to note the budget papers 
for this year.  I want to cover matters that concern my portfolio responsibilities of children, culture and the arts.  
In the time allocated, of course, it is not possible to cover all the issues, but I will just pick up one or two that I 
feel need to be raised this evening. 
The first issue is my disappointment in the budget and with this government in respect of the mandatory 
reporting of child abuse.  The government has finally made a decision to bring a bill before the house - when, we 
do not know - to bring in mandatory reporting of sexual abuse only.  I want to remind the house of the strong 
stand the Liberal opposition has taken on protecting children in our community and the moves that have been 
made to put in place a strong legislative framework that would protect children.  For five years the opposition 
has been calling for a debate on the mandatory reporting of child abuse.  In fact, I have in my papers a media 
release that I put out on 16 August 2002 as shadow Minister for Children, Culture and the Arts.  In that media 
release, I called on the government -  

to immediately put mandatory reporting of suspected child abuse cases into legislation.   
I went on to say -  

“It is clear from the Gordon inquiry that Western Australia desperately needs to join all the other states 
in Australia by introducing such reporting.   
Without the data which will become available from this reporting, it is not possible to put preventative 
programs and appropriate support in place” . . .  
“I cannot believe that the Government will not move to protect Western Australian children from such 
abuse.  It is time we placed the interests of the child at the top of our agenda.   
The findings of the Gordon Inquiry are a clear indication that Western Australia needs to move rapidly 
to establish a Commissioner for Children who has the power to take a view from outside Government 
agencies, and to recommended inter-agency cooperation.”  

From August 2002, the opposition has been saying that Western Australia should move to protect children by 
introducing legislation for the mandatory reporting of child abuse.  The Liberal Party went to the 2005 election 
campaign with a comprehensive policy commitment to introduce such legislation.  In writing our position paper 
on that policy, a lot of work was done by members of our team, not just in one portfolio, but across a range of 
portfolios, because we wanted to ensure that our commitment to mandatory reporting was shared by all the areas 
that would be required to deal with this matter, from the Attorney General, to child care, to education and other 
areas of importance.   
In addition to making that commitment, the Liberal Party also prepared a comprehensive estimate of what it 
would cost the government to introduce mandatory reporting.  That estimate, which was done in 2005, was based 
on the number of children in Western Australia, and the number of children in Queensland - in which there is 
mandatory reporting of child abuse - and it compared the number of reported incidents of child abuse in each of 
those jurisdictions.  As we now know, Western Australia has the lowest rate of reported incidents of child abuse 
in the nation, because there is no mandatory reporting in this state.  That cost was estimated at that time to be a 
minimum of $65 million over four years.  That cost was for putting in place the legislative framework, and for 
training the professionals in education, child care, health and so on, so that they would be well prepared to detect 
suspected sexual or physical abuse, or neglect, of children.  It was also for putting in place a proper reporting 
mechanism so that those professionals would be able to report child abuse in a manner that would not 
compromise their jobs and their position in the community.  One issue that has been raised by doctors is the huge 
amount of paperwork that is required when reporting suspected sexual or physical abuse, or neglect, of children.  
The training and preparation of professionals is very important.  We then made a commitment that, if necessary, 
we would introduce a private member’s bill to deal with this matter.  Of course, the Liberal Party did not win the 
2005 election.  However, it proceeded with its commitment to children and its undertaking to provide for the 
Parliament a private member’s bill on mandatory reporting, which it did in August 2006.  That bill was drafted 
after considering in detail the legislative frameworks that existed in the states in which mandatory reporting of 
child abuse was in place.  It was not something that was done off the top of our heads.  The government refused 
to debate that bill and to accept that it needed to act.   
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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